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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of July Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 8th July 2015 at 4.00 p.m.
_______________________________________________________________________
PRESIDING:


Councillor Gerry Warnock, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –  Paraic Brady, 
John Duffy, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Micheál Carrigy, Gerard Farrell, 




Padraig Loughrey, Luie McEntire, Martin Mulleady, 




Colm Murray, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole,  P.J. Reilly, 




Paul Ross and Mae Sexton.
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Tim Caffrey, Chief Executive.





Mr. Frank Sheridan, Director of Services.





Ms. Maeve Killian, Acting Director of Services/




Head of Finance.





Mr. Ciaran Murphy, Acting Director of Services.
APOLOGIES:

Councillors John Browne and Mark Casey.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor M. Sexton, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 10th June 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor M. Mulleady, the Minutes of Annual Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 17th June 2015, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
Post of Regeneration Officer.

Mr. T. Caffrey, Chief Executive Officer, informed the meeting that the closing date for receipt of applications for the post of Regeneration Officer is 23rd July 2015.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE, 
CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES.

Planning Applications.
The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Proposed Variation No. 1 of the Longford County Development Plan 2015 – 2021.
Councillor P. O’Toole proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded Variation No. 1 of the Longford County Development Plan 2015 – 2021   -  rezoning of a 0.12 ha plot of land from ‘Recreation/Amenity and Green Spaces’ to industrial/commercial/warehousing, to reflect the current situation on the ground to promote the economic development of Ballymahon and to facilitate the retention of a commercial premises and the construction of a sales office and ancillary offices at Creevagh Beg, Ballymahon.

Draft County Heritage Plan 2015-2021.
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Mairead Ni Chonghaile to the meeting.
Ms. Ni Chonghaile stated that the Draft County Heritage Plan 2015 – 2021, prepared by the County Longford Heritage Forum, is a strategic plan for the protection and enhancement of the heritage of County Longford.

Ms. Ni Chonghaile outlined the objectives of the Draft Plan and the time schedule for the public consultation process.
Ms. Ni Chonghaile replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

(a)
Protected Species Order on the native pine-marten.


Councillor J. Duffy proposed and Councillor P. Brady seconded that the Government 
be requested to lift the Protected Species Order on the native pine-marten.

(b)
Non-Invasive Archaeological Surveys.
(c)
Leo Casey Ancient Order Flag.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor J. Duffy, it was unanimously agreed that the Draft County Heritage Plan 2015 – 2021 be put forward for public consultation. 

Center Parcs Project.

Mr. T. Caffrey, Chief Executive, updated the members regarding the Center Parcs Project, in particular the planning process being undertaken at present. He also referred to a meeting held with I.D.A. Regional Manager on the 7th July at which the local authority executive were assured of the of support of the I.D.A. for the Center Parcs project.

Mr. F. Sheridan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that the members of the local authority are invited to visit the Center Parcs facility at Woburn Forest Complex, UK, on the 26th August.  A representative from the Longford Leader and Shannonside Radio are also invited.

PPN Community Representatives elected to the four Strategic Policy Committees 
On the proposal of Councillor M. Sexton seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was unanimously agreed to approve the Community Representatives elected to the four Strategic Policy Committees by the Public Participation Network, as follows  -
	Economic Dev & Enterprise
	Louise Lovett (C&V)

	Housing
	Tess Murphy (C&V)

	Housing
	Stephanie Igoe (C&V)

	Housing
	Eileen Finan (Social Inclusion)

	Infrastructure & Environment
	Terasa Kearney (C&V)

	Planning & Dev and Cultural
	Ms Pat Murphy (C&V)

	Planning & Dev and Cultural
	Paddy Howe (C&V Cultural)


Notices of Motions.
Motte in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P.J. Reilly and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy -

“That Longford County Council arrange a meeting of a deputation to meet with Minister Heather Humphreys, Minister for Arts,  Heritage and Gaeltacht, regarding increasing the funding allocation towards the purchasing of the Motte in Granard.”

It was further agreed that a letter be forwarded to Mr. Simon Harris, Minister of State at the Departments of Finance PER and Taoiseach regarding funding for the Motte.
Apprenticeships  -  Construction Business.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Mulleady and seconded by Councillor  J. Duffy -

“That Longford County Council requests Mr. Richard Bruton, T.D., Minister for Jobs, Enterprise & Innovation, to introduce an incentive scheme which 
would encourage young people to take up apprenticeships relevant to the construction business.”

It was agreed that a letter be forwarded to Minister Bruton regarding this issue.
Twinning Agreement with Huixquilucan.

The Chief Executive informed the meeting that nine officials from Huixquilucan will be visiting Longford at the end of July.  He also stated that two Mexican based companies have expressed an interest in locating in Longford.  The Mexican equivalent to Ireland’s Chamber of Commerce has also made contact with Mr. Caffrey.

Mr. Caffrey stated that this is significant progress brought about through the Twinning Agreement and the recent visit to Huixquilucan in May by a delegation from the local authority.

FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS, WATER SERVICES & EVIRONMENTAL SERVICES.

Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that three public liability claims were received during June 2015.
Eastern and Midland Regional Waste Management Plan 2015 - 2021.

Briefing Note regarding the Eastern and Midland Regional Waste Management Plan 2015 – 2021,which was circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
Disposal of lands adjoining Kilcommock Cemetery.
On the proposal of Councillor C. Murray seconded by Councillor G. Farrell , it was unanimously agreed to dispose of lands adjoining Kilcommock Cemetery to Kilcommock Cemetery Development Committee in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 
19th June 2015.

ROADS, HOUSING & EMERGENCY SERVICES.
Housing Programme 2015- 2017.

Mr. C. Murphy, Acting Director of Services, outlined details of report circulated regarding the Housing Programme 2015 – 2017 and replied to queries raised.
Notice of Motion.

Cleaning of Signs.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Brady and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan -

“That Longford County Council puts a crew on all roads to wash signage and cut away scrub from around same.”

The members were informed that subject to staff resources, road signage is generally cleaned as soon as possible, as the need arises and in the Autumn when the main roadworks programmes have been completed.
Training -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
VOTES OF SYMPATHY.

Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor P. Nolan seconded that a vote of sympathy extended to the families of  Lorna Carty from Robinstown, Co Meath  and  Martina and Laurence Hayes, Athlone who lost their lives in Tunisia.

Councillor C. Murray proposed and Councillor M. Carrigy seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Smith family, Kilcommock, Kenagh on the death of Peggy Smith.
Councillor P. Ross proposed and Councillor C. Murray seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Delaney family, Darogue, Ballymahon on the death of Michael Delaney.

Councillor G. Farrell proposed and Councillor P. Ross seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to John Farrell, Rathcline, Lanesboro on the death of Kitty Fallon.

Colm C. Murray proposed and Councillor G. Farrell seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Killian family, Templeton Glebe, Killashee on the death of Tommy Killian.

Health Issues.

Councillor P. Nolan referred to a recent meeting with Mr. Leo Varadkar, T.D., Minister for Health, at which step down facilities at St. Joseph’s Campus and Ophthalmic services in Longford were discussed.  Councillor Nolan welcomed the return of the ophthalmic services to the Health Centre.

The members of the Health Forum also updated the members regarding the recent meeting with officials for the H.S.E. 
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
9th September 2015.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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